




























allowed to run through a small outlet over a long 
period of time, causing little or no damage by flood
ing. Water supplies are then protected, and more 
abundant supplies of clean water are available for 
communities to use. 

Wildlife and Recreation-a Part of Conservation 

When farmers farm the conservation way, wild
life can thrive in greater numbers than ever before. 
Farm ponds and watershed reservoirs furnish stop
over spots for thousands of migrating ducks and 
geese. These same waters provide good fishing and 
boating. Grassed waterways furnish nesting places 
for quail and pheasants. Living fences such as multi
flora rose furnish homes for song birds and rabbits. 
Protected woodlands may support deer , grouse, 
squirrels and other wildlife. Strip cropping fur
nishes food and shelter for many upland birds and 

Fig. 18 . Wildlife thrive best when 
the commun ity watershed has been 
fully d eveloped under conservation 
methods . 

Fig . 17. Farm pond s and 
watershed r eservoirs furnish 
good fishing , boating and rec
reation. 

animals. The many farm windbreaks protect not 
only farm buildings, but also wildlife, from the win
ter snows and blasts of cold wind. 

Wildlife thrive best when the community water
shed has been fully developed under conservation 
methods. When wildlife thrive, the opportunities 
for hunting, fishing, hiking, camping and other forms 
of recreation are better . The wise and full develop
ment of the resources of a watershed put fun in con
servation for everyone. 

Protection and Development of All Natural Resources 

Watershed development stresses the protection 
and development of all natural resources in a water
shed. The soils are conserved on farm lands. Water 
is made to run slowly as it moves downhill . Damage 
to streams and reservoirs is prevented. Flood pre
vention dams and reservoirs are built where needed 



to prevent flooding . Permanent pools of water are 
often made available for fi shing and recreation. 
Every citizen of the community benefits from such 
a program. The entire drainage area is treated a(:-
cording to its needs. · 

Remember that in watershed development pro
grams, much help is available to supplement local 
community effort. Agencies of the United States 
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Department of Agriculture are ready to help. 1\lluch 
of this help is made available through the local soil 
conservation districts. Assistance from agencies of 
state government and sometimes state-appropriated 
funds are also available through soil conservation 
districts. When federal and state governments help 
communities develop and protect watershed re
sources, everyone is benefited. 

WE NEED GOOD FARMERS 

Iowa farmers use our valuable resource, the soil. 
Iowa produces more food than any other state. So 
it's important to Iowa people and to all others in 
the nation, not only that our farmers raise big crops, 
but also that they save our soil for future use. Both 
of these things can be done if farmers appreciate the 
value of the soil and are willing to use it properly. 
We must have good farmers on the land . 

Good Farmers Use Conservation Practices 

The good farmer knows the importance of soil; he 
knows what has happened to farms, communities 
and countries that have wasted their soils. He 
knows that erosion control is only part of good 
farm management. He knows that such practices 
as drainage, cropping systems, and keeping steep 
land in grass or woodland are also necessary. He 
knows that conservation farming means using lime 
and commercial fertilizers where they are needed. 
He knows that he must not lose the soil on his slop
ing land. He knows he can keep his soil from wash
ing away by contour farming, terracing, grassing the 
natural waterways and following other approved 
practices. 

The good farmer knows all these things and prac
tices them. He arranges his fields and does his farm-
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ing to control the rain which fall s on his land . He 
knows it's not enough to build a dam in a gully or 
grass a few waterways . He makes plans to control 
water above the dams and on the fields before it 
reaches the waterways. 

Good Farmers Work Together 

The good farmer knows that while he may be able 
to do many of these things alone, he can do theni 
more effectively by working with his neighbors. So 
he joins with them in the soil conservation district 
program and in forming a neighborhood team. This 
team may sooner or later be the community group 
that will develop the natural resources of the com
munity watershed for the greatest good of all the 
people. 

Only the farmer who knows and does all these 
things can truly be called a conservation farmer. 
Such a farmer will be rewarded by a bigger income 
and by the satisfaction of knowing that he has done 
his part as a good citizen . He has not only pro
vided food and clothing for the people who are living 
today, he has made his community a more secure 
place in which to live . He has helped keep the 
United States a prosperous, free and happy land for 
those who will come in the years ahead. 
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